Effect of graded adrenaline infusion on arterial adrenaline clearance in normotensive and hypertensive man.
1. Arterial adrenaline (ADR) levels were measured during graded ADR infusions in normotensives (NT) and in mild hypertensives (HT), in order to test the hypothesis that ADR enhances its own clearance in NT. 2. Although infusion of ADR resulted in similar arterial ADR levels in NT and HT, increases in systolic blood pressure (SBP) and heart rate (HR) and decreases in diastolic blood pressure (DBP) were greater during ADR infusion in HT than in NT. 3. Twenty minutes after cessation of infusion, SBP and HR remained elevated in HT but not in NT. 4. No evidence was found supporting enhanced ADR clearance during increasing ADR levels in NT or HT.